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Mawdudi represents the extreme wing of the tactics
which the retrogade movement, often much more subtly,
has been using: namely, to present Islam and the new
possibilities opened up by modernity as alternatives. Re-
nouncing the liberals' attempts to work out what is the
Islamic way of life, given the new conditions and opportu-
nities, the movement has been reverting to the conception
that it is the Islamic way of life that is given, and is to be
preserved, or resurrected, in the old terms, not re-expressed
in the new. Intelligent Indian Islam passed its social crisis,
and that section of it that has since been religious in the
old and recognizable sense, quickly became a reactionary
force of very formidable proportions.